
Chapter 2 - County Profile 
 

Description 
Chippewa is the second largest county in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and the only county 
to reach the northern, southern and eastern borders of the Upper Peninsula. To the south is 
Lake Huron, on the north border, Lake Superior, and the waters of the St. Mary's River on the 
east. Three of the state's largest islands are within the boundaries of Chippewa County, 
Drummond, Sugar, and Neebish Islands.  
 

Chippewa County 

 

 

Population:  38,520 

Population Centers:   

• City of Sault Ste. Marie (14,144) 

• Kinross Charter Twp. (7,561) 

County Seat:  Sault Ste. Marie 
 Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census 

MDOT Facilities Municipalities 

Principle Routes:  

• I-75 

• M-129 

• M-134 

• M-28 

• M-80 

• M-221 

• M-48 

• M-123 

Bay Mills Indian 
Community 

Bay Mills Township 

Bruce Township 

Chippewa Township 

Dafter Township 

DeTour Township 

DeTour Village 

Drummond Island 
Township 

Hulbert Township 

Kinross Charter 
Township  

Pickford Township 

Raber Township 

Rudyard Township 

Sault Ste. Marie, City of 

Sault Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians 

Soo Township 

Sugar Island Township 

Superior Township 

Trout Lake Township 

Whitefish Township 

County Served  by:  Newberry Transportation Service Center 

Main Industries:   

Education/Health/Social Services; 
Arts/Entertainment/Recreation/ 
Accommodations/Food Services; 
Government; Retail 

Largest Employers: State of Michigan (MDOC, MDOT, MDNR, MDHS, MDEQ, MSP); Sault Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians; Bay Mills Indian Community; War Memorial Hospital; Lake 
Superior State University; Sault Area Public Schools 
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The County seat is in the City 
of Sault Ste. Marie, the most 
populous community in the 
County.  The County has 16 
townships, 1 city, and 1 village 
and 2 Native American tribes.   
 
 
 
 

 
From Sault Ste. Marie the City of 
Marquette lies 165 miles to the west, 
Traverse City 160 miles to the south and 
Detroit 339 miles to the south.  The County 
extends 84 miles from the western 
boundary to the most eastern point.  
 

 

Geography  
 

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the county has a total 
area of 2,698 square miles, of 
which, 1,561 square miles of it 
is land and 1,137 square miles 
of it (42.14%) is water. 

 
The entire 1,561 square miles 
that make up Chippewa 
County lie almost entirely on a 
low plain, ranging generally 
between 600 and 1,000 feet in 
elevation with the highest 
elevations found in the 
northern and western sections.    

 
 
The soils of Chippewa County are primarily sand and clay with mostly sand in the western 
sections and clay in the eastern sections.    

 

Map 1 - Local Units of Government 

Map 2 - Distance to Major Cities in Michigan 

Map 3 - Shade Relief 
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Climate 
It is generally recognized that the 
Great Lakes have a significant 
impact on the local climate.  
Winters and summers are later 
than those in other northern 
inland areas due to the 
temperatures of the surrounding 
large bodies of water.  The 
climate is not as harsh as those 
inland areas of the Midwest.   
 
According to information from 
Great Lakes Integrated Sciences 
and Assessments (GLISA) the 
climate of the Great Lakes is 
changing. Higher global 
temperatures change patterns of seasons and precipitation at Great Lakes regional and local 
levels. These uncertainties impact ecology, economy, and social well-being.  The frequency and 
intensity of severe storms has increased, and current models suggest that this trend will 

continue as the effects of climate 
change become more pronounced.   
More severe storms may have a 
negative economic impact due to 
resulting damages and increased 
costs of preparation, clean up, and 
business disruption.1  
 
Weather changes are frequent in 
Chippewa County because many 
pressure systems pass eastward 
through this section of the United 
States and Canada.  Precipitation is 
well distributed throughout each 
year.  Summer rains usually 
accompany a southeast surface 
wind; winter snows are most often 
associated with northwest winds.  

 

1 http://glisa.msu.edu 
 

Map 4- Average Wind Speed 

Map  5- 2012 Average Precipitation 
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Winters in Chippewa County tend to be long, cold and snowy because of the northern 
latitude.  There are roughly 8 hours of sunlight per day during winter.  

  

Surface Waters 
 

Chippewa County 
has approximately 421 
miles of shoreline (including 
islands) on Lakes Superior 
and Huron and the St. 
Mary’s River.  Added to this, 
38,912 acres of inland 
water comprise 3.7 percent 
of the total surface area.  
Within the inland water 
category are approximately 
560 artificial and natural 
lakes and ponds and 800 
miles of streams.  

 
Trout Lake area 

consists of many lakes but the important ones are (by size) Carp Lake; Little Trout Lake; 
Frenchman Lake and Wegwaas Lake.  Both Carp Lake and Frenchman Lake have public access 
for boating and fishing.  Caribou Lake is the largest inland lake at the eastern end of the County 
with public access for boating and fishing.  Other lakes in Chippewa County include: Hulbert 
Lake, Piatt Lake, Soldier’s Lake, Monocle Lake, Spectacle Lake, Pendills Lake, McNearney Lake, 
Kinross Lake, and Dukes Lake.   

Watershed Basins 
Chippewa County has many watersheds basins.  The major watershed basins are 

described in the following paragraphs. 
  
The Tahquamenon River Basin and Betsy River Basin originates in Luce County and 

covers part of western Chippewa County.  These basins consist of Betsy or Shelldrake River, 
Tahquamenon River, plus numerous small tributaries, with discharge to Whitefish Bay on Lake 
Superior.   The Hendrie River also branches off of the Tahquamenon into western Chippewa 
County.  

 
The Tahquamenon River is a 94-mile long blackwater river that flows in a generally 

eastward direction through the eastern end of the Upper Peninsula. It drains approximately 
820 square miles of the Upper Peninsula, including large sections of Luce County and Chippewa 
County. It begins in the Tahquamenon Lakes in northeast Columbus Township of Luce County 
and empties into Lake Superior near the village of Paradise.  Highway M-123 runs alongside a 

Map  6 - Lakes and Rivers 
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portion of the river.  The river is 
best known for the Tahquamenon 
Falls, a succession of two waterfalls 
in Tahquamenon Falls State Park 
totaling approximately 73 feet in 
height.  Because the headwaters of 
the river are located in a boreal 
wetland that is rich in cedar, spruce 
and hemlock trees, the river's 
waters carry a significant amount of 
tannin in solution (i.e., it is a 
blackwater river), and are often 
brown or golden-brown in color. 
The Tahquamenon Falls are thus 
acclaimed as being the largest 
naturally dyed or colored waterfall 
in the United States. The state park 
preserves the falls area and some 24 miles of the river. 

The Shelldrake River is a river in Chippewa County. It flows through Tahquamenon Falls 
State Park and the Lake Superior State Forest into Lake Superior.  The Shelldrake River's 
headwaters are an undefined area in the Betsy Lake Wetland, an Eastern Hemlock and 
tamarack forest in the roadless area of northern Tahquamenon Falls State Park. This wetland, in 
Chippewa County and adjacent Luce County, is dominated by Lake Superior-fed rain and snow. 
Much of the Shelldrake River's course passes through the Betsy Lake Wetland, and an alternate 
name for the river is "Betsy River."  The Shelldrake River flows generally west-to-east towards 
its mouth in northern Whitefish Township and empties into Whitefish Bay, Lake Superior.   A 
dam impounds the river 8 miles northwest of Shelldrake. 

The Carp River Basin, Waishkey River Basin and Pine River Basin are located in central 
Chippewa and the central part of Mackinac Counties.   

 
 The Carp River of Mackinac and Chippewa Counties is a federally designated Wild and 

Scenic River in the Upper Peninsula. Approximately 45 miles long, the river rises near Trout 
Lake, Michigan in Chippewa County. The river then flows southeast into Mackinac County, 
continuing in this county until it flows into St. Martin Bay, Lake Huron.   In contrast to much of 
the Upper Peninsula, the Carp River's watershed is relatively flat, and there are no waterfalls on 
the river. It is often used by canoeists. 

 
The Charlotte River Basin, Little Munuscong River Basin and Munuscong River Basin 

are located on the eastern shore of Chippewa County with parts of the Munuscong reaching 
into Mackinac County. 

Map  7 – Watershed Basins and Wetlands 
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The St. Mary’s River drains Lake Superior, starting at the end of Whitefish Bay and 
flowing 74.5 miles southeast into Lake Huron, with a fall of 23 feet.   For its entire length it is an 
international border, separating Michigan in the United States from Ontario, Canada.  The first 
modern lock was completed in May 1855 by Erastus Corning's St. Mary's Falls Ship Canal 
Company, and was known as the American Lock.   Today, there are four parallel locks on the 
American side of the river, although only two are in regular use. The Soo Locks were made a 
part of the Great Lakes Waterway system in 1959.  The Sault Ste. Marie International Bridge, a 
steel truss arch bridge takes road traffic across the river. Directly to the west is the Sault Ste. 
Marie International Railroad Bridge which carries rail traffic on a single set of tracks. 

Population and Demographics 
 The County has seen great fluctuations in population over the past five decades, much of 
this is attributed to the Kincheloe Air Force Base closure in the 1970’s, this facility was replaced 
by several State Correctional Facilities, most of which are still fully operational and account for 
the majority of the labor force in Chippewa County.  The map below shows the areas of 
population density in the County. 

Overall Chippewa County’s population has increased almost 19% since the 1970 Census, 
compared to the State of Michigan whose population increased by 11.4% in the same time 
period.    Chippewa County lost only a small percent of population in the last decade, with the 
State losing approximately 0.5% more. 

 

Map 8- Population Density 
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CHIPPEWA COUNTY POPULATION 1970 - 2010     

Chippewa County  % Dif/   % Dif/  % Dif/  
 

% Dif/  
MI % 

Growth 

 1970 1980 1970* 1990 1980* 2000 1990* 2010 2000* 
2000-
2010 

32,412 29,029 -10.4% 34,604 19.2% 38,543 11.4% 38,520 -0.1% -0.6% 
*Figure shows percent difference from year indicated.  Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 

Table 1 – Population 1970-2010 

 
The age of the residents in Chippewa County continues to rise, as evidenced by the table 

below, 29% of the total population falls between the ages of 35-54 years old, and this 
represents a decrease of 5.7% since the 2000 Census.  The County continues to lose its younger 
population, as the age group of 20-34 year olds decreased by 10% in 2010.  The median age in 
the County is 39.5, compared to 38.9 for the State of Michigan. 
 

 CHIPPEWA COUNTY 2000-2010 POPULATION BY AGE 
 2000 % 2010 % % DIFF. from 2000 

Under 5 2,312 6.0% 1,990 6.0% -14.0% 
5 to 9 yrs. 2,185 6.3% 2,117 6.0% -4.0% 
10 to 14 yrs. 2,396 6.9% 2,269 5.9% -5.3% 
15 to 19 yrs. 2,829 8.2% 2,501 6.5% -11.6% 
20 to 24 yrs. 3,325 9.6% 3,108 8.1% -6.6% 
25 to 34 yrs. 5,646 16.3% 4,966 12.9% -12.1% 
35 to 44 yrs. 6,609 19.1% 5,253 13.7% -20.6% 
45 to 54 yrs. 5,168 14.9% 5,863 15.3% 13.5% 
55 to 59 yrs. 1,834 5.3% 2,579 6.7% 40.7% 
60 to 64 yrs. 1,587 4.6% 2,247 5.9% 41.6% 
65 to 74 yrs. 2,708 7.8% 3,106 8.1% 14.7% 
75 to 84 yrs. 1,639 4.7% 1,839 4.8% 12.2% 
85 + 539 1.6% 682 1.8% 26.6% 
Total 38,543  38,520   
 

CHIPPEWA COUNTY MEDIAN AGE 1980-2010 
1980 1990 2000 2010 MI:  2000 MI:  2010 
28.1 32.1 36.2 39.5 35.8 38.9 

Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2010 
Table 2- Population by Age 

The 2010 Census counted 14,329 households in the County.  On average, there were 
2.34 persons in each household, owner-occupied units houses 2.42 persons and renter-
occupied units housed 2.17 persons.  The average household size decreased by 3.3% from 2000, 
owner-occupied units decreased 2.4% and renter-occupied decreased 2.7%, however, the 
number of households in the County increased by 6.3% during the same period. 
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The 2010 Census counted 38,520 residents in Chippewa County, 33,590 lived in 
households, and 4,930 (12.8%) lived in group quarters.  Of this group quarters population, 
4,372 (88.7%) were institutionalized, 4,185 (84.9%) in correctional institutions, 180 (3.7%) in 
nursing homes, 7 (0.1%) in some other type of institution, of the non-institutionalized 
population, 464 (9.4%) were housed in college dormitories and 94 (1.9%) in some other type of 
non-institutionalized group quarters, compared to the State level of persons in group quarters 
(2.3%), the County’s rate is significantly higher, this is due to the large volume of prisoners 
housed in State correctional facilities in Kinross Township.  Of the 14,329 households, 63.5% 
were families, 47.5% married couples, and 36.5% non-family households.  There were 3,949 
households with individuals 65 and over, accounting for roughly 27.6% of the total. 
 

According to the US Census American Community Survey 2011 estimates, the majority 
of the County’s 21,211 housing units were 1-unit, detached structures (72.9%), and a much 
smaller number of denser living arrangements (2 units or above attached), made up for roughly 
11.9% of the total.  There were a significantly higher number of units listed under the mobile 
home heading, with 10.9%.  The age of the housing structures in the County is another statistic 
that should be considered when factoring in hazard risks, the vast majority of the structures 
within the County were constructed prior to 1970, with 12,779 falling into this category (61%).  
Extreme weather circumstances or other naturally occurring hazards could have a significant 
impact upon these aging structures. 

 
The median value of owner-occupied housing units, according the 2011 Census 

estimate, was $103,700, considerably less than the State’s median value of $137,300 (-24%).   
 

The distribution of values compared to the State’s can be found in the table below: 
 

Housing Characteristics – 2007-
2011 5 year estimates Chippewa County DIFF% Michigan 
  Number %   Number % 

Specified owner-occupied 
units VALUE 10,658 100.0%   2,812,607 100.0% 
Less than $50,000 1,733 16.3% 11.6% 314,277 11.2% 
$50,000 to $99,999 3,369 31.6% 18.3% 608,849 21.6% 
$100,000 to $149,999 2,466 23.1% -8.9% 627,124 22.3% 
$150,000 to $199,000 1,281 12.0% -8.7% 518,323 18.4% 
$200,000 to $299,999 1,101 10.3% -7.5% 435,387 15.5% 
$300,000 to $499,999 475 4.5% -3.7% 221,425 7.9% 
$500,000 to $999,999 147 1.4% -0.9% 68,712 2.4% 
$1,000,000 or more 86 0.8% -0.2% 18,510 0.7% 
Median (dollars) $103,700     $137,300   
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, DP 4: 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year 
Estimates 
  

Table 3- Housing Characteristics 
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The most valuable of these properties were located in Soo Township, Whitefish 
Township, Drummond Island Township, and the City of Sault Ste. Marie.  Within the County, 
there were 187 lacking complete plumbing facilities (1.3%), 197 that lacked complete kitchen 
facilities (1.3%) and 536 without telephone service (3.6%).  Comparing this data to the State’s 
levels lack of telephone service was comparable to the State level, lack of plumbing and kitchen 
facilities numbers were each about 1 percent higher for the County.  This is due to the vast 
geography and natural features found in this area, some areas are not capable of hosting the 
necessary infrastructure needed to have telephone service.  These areas are prone to isolation 
in emergency situations and will require special efforts to ensure their needs are met.  This is 
increasingly important given the frequency and severity of winter weather situations 
throughout the region. 
 

In the entire State of Michigan, 77.8% of all occupied housing units use utility gas as the 
primary heating source.  In Chippewa County this percentage was only 49.3%.  The other 
primary type of heating fuels used were:  Bottled, Tank or LP Gas 20.7%, Electricity 14.6%, Fuel 
Oil, Kerosene 4.2%, Wood 9.5%, and other 1.4%.  It could be said the because the county has 
less reliance on utility fuel, it is less prone to infrastructure failures than urban areas, the nature 
of these heating sources requires education and awareness of both maintenance and handling, 
in order to reduce the risks of structural or other fires. 
 

In 2010, there were 5,531 housing units (26% of the county’s total) listed as “seasonal, 
recreational or occasional use”, which shows a substantial seasonal flow of people into and out 
of the county, depending on the time of year (season).  Throughout the County, the percentage 
of seasonal homes continued to be high, with the lowest percentages found in the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie (1.8%), Dafter Township (3.2%), and Kinross Charter Township (8.6%).  The highest 
percentages were found in Whitefish Township (73.8%), Drummond Island Township (60.8%), 
and Chippewa Township (62.0%), five other townships had seasonal housing percentages above 
40%.  The influx of population is believed to be highest during the summer months, and can be 
directly correlated with the holidays (Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day).  
However, in areas such as Trout Lake, Superior Township, Hulbert, Whitefish and Chippewa, 
seasonal increases are also being found during the winter months, as snowmobiling has 
increased exponentially in popularity in recent years.  Another seasonal increase can be found 
during the late fall when hunting season formally begins statewide. 
 

Assuming that there are 2.42 persons per seasonal, recreational or occasional 
household in Chippewa County when utilized, and that the vacancy rate of these units at the 
peak of their occupancy is equivalent to the rental vacancy rate of 9.4%, the second table 
illustrates the resulting population estimates for each minor civil division, and for the county as 
a whole. 
 

Housing Units for Seasonal, 
Recreation or Occasional Use Number % 
Bay Mills 468 47.0 
Bruce 191 19.4 
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Housing Units for Seasonal, 
Recreation or Occasional Use Number % 
Chippewa  167 61.2 
Dafter 24 4.4 
DeTour 311 46.9 
DeTour Vill 88 28.7 
Drummond 955 64.7 
Hulbert 125 55.8 
Kinross 90 5.9 
Pickford 138 17.8 
Raber 249 41.4 
Rudyard 141 21.0 
Sault Ste. Marie 86 1.4 
Soo 174 13.4 
Sugar Island 345 52.9 
Superior  209 27.5 
Trout Lake 255 53.2 
Whitefish 760 69.9 

TOTAL 4776 24.6 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2010 

Table 4 - Seasonal Housing 

Given the projected population estimates listed below, the County could expect to see 
an increase of nearly 5,000 people, especially during peak tourism times. 
 

Close consideration should also be given to camps and campground facilities throughout 
the county, which also temporarily house large numbers of people throughout the peak times 
in the tourism season.  These individuals are not accounted for in the Census figures because 
they do not reside in housing unit structures.  Rather, persons and families would be staying in 
the County in tents or campers or other makeshift or portable shelters.  The nature of many of 
these recreational shelters makes them more vulnerable to certain weather and hazard events. 
 

Population Estimates 
Perm. 
Pop 

Seasonal 
Housing 

Units 
Seasonal 
Pop. Inc. 

Estimated 
Peak Pop. % DIFF 

Bay Mills 1477 468 1009 2223 51% 

Bruce 2128 191 412 2352 11% 

Chippewa  213 167 360 598 181% 
Dafter 1263 24 52 1356 8.0% 
DeTour Vill 325 311 671 1092 236% 
DeTour Twp. 482 88 190 663 38% 
Drummond 1058 955 2059 3051 189% 
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Population Estimates 
Perm. 
Pop 

Seasonal 
Housing 

Units 
Seasonal 
Pop. Inc. 

Estimated 
Peak Pop. % DIFF 

Hulbert 168 125 270 481 187% 
Kinross 7561 90 194 8116 8% 
Pickford 1595 138 298 1882 18% 
Raber 647 249 537 1207 87% 
Rudyard 1370 141 304 1619 19% 
Sault Ste. Marie 14144 86 185 16727 19% 
Soo 3141 174 375 4027 29% 
Sugar Island 652 345 744 1427 119% 
Superior  1337 209 451 1780 34% 
Trout Lake 384 255 550 1015 165% 
Whitefish 575 760 1639 2227 288% 

TOTAL 38520 4776 8467 51843  
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census 2010 

Table 5- Seasonal Population Estimate 

It is also important to know the types of industries found within the county that employ 
this diverse workforce.  In terms of total number of employees, Education, Arts/Entertainment, 
Retail Trade, and Public Administration were the most important to workers in the county, 
followed closely by Manufacturing, Transportation, and Professional services.  Industries that 
compared favorably with the State’s levels were Agriculture, Construction, Transportation, 
Education, Arts/Entertainment, and Pubic Administration, with the Public Administration 
industry employing a far greater number of persons locally than in the state (13.8% vs. 3.8%). 
 

Industry Chippewa % Mich% 
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting and 
mining 214 1.4% 1.4% 
Construction 827 5.5% 5.0% 
Manufacturing  780 5.2% 17.3% 
Wholesale trade 285 1.9% 2.7% 
Retail trade 1,917 12.7% 11.7% 
Transportation, warehousing and utilities 678 4.5% 4.2% 
Information 290 1.9% 1.8% 
Finance, insurance, real estate and rental and 
leasing 578 3.8% 5.6% 
Professional, scientific, management, 
administrative, and waste management services 671 4.4% 8.9% 
Educational, health and social services 3,522 23.3% 23.7% 
Arts, entertainment, recreation, accommodation, 
and food services 2,507 16.6% 9.3% 
Other services (except Public Administration) 733 4.9% 4.8% 
Public Administration 2,085 13.8% 3.8% 

Table 6 - Types of Industries 
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Equalization Report 
In 1994 Michigan voters passed Proposal A which switched the basis upon which tax 

revenue is determined from Equalized Value to Taxable Value.  The change was meant to 
provide for a more stable tax base and prevent wild fluctuations in the real estate market.  In 
Chippewa County the taxable value has increased slightly from 2011 and tax revenue remain 
relatively stable.  The value of property in Chippewa County and its communities can provide an 
overview of property that can be affected by hazards.  The table below shows the 2012 State 
Equalized Value (SEV) of properties in the County by location and class. 
 

Township/City Agriculture 
Class 101 

Commercial 
Class 201 

Industrial 
Class 301 

Residential 
Class 401 

Real Property 
Totals 

Bay Mills 0 680,800 0 68,307,300 68,988,100 
Bruce 15,353,400 2,378,900 0 67,110,500 84,842,800 
Chippewa  0 999,300 0 8,395,400 9,394,700 
Dafter 6,544,500 3,831,300 829,600 27,427,700 38,633,100 
DeTour 0 2,172,900 471,900 66,923,800 69,568,600 
Drummond 
Island 

0 5,809,100 1,578,100 151,673,600 159,060,800 

Hulbert 0 581,300 0 12,375,800 12,957,100 
Kinross 917,300 4,255,900 1,454,000 38,541,100 45,168,300 
Pickford 10,951,800 3,051,300 0 43,731,200 57,734,300 
Raber 3,925,200 1,528,400 0 33,966,100 39,419,700 
Rudyard 10,698,300 2,738,200 0 32,381,850 45,818,350 
Soo 3,212,600 1,528,400 3,281,900 95,652,800 116,056,300 
Sugar Island 0 724,300 0 53,413,400 54,137,700 
Superior 3,061,400 7,881,300 0 38,105,470 49,048,170 
Trout Lake 0 1,522,700 20,000 32,096,900 33,639,600 
Whitefish 0 3,783,300 0 97,935,150 101,718,450 
Total 
Townships 

54,664,500 55,848,000 7,635,500 868,038,070 986,186,070 

City of SSM 0 97,414,051 12,542,600 167,449,200 277,405,851 
Grand Total 54,664,500 153,262,051 20,178,100 1,035,487,270 1,263,591,921 

Table 7- 2012 Equalization Report by Class 

Land Use Patterns 
Major land uses in Chippewa County include forestry, recreation, and agriculture. 

 
Forestry constitutes the major land use in the County.  Approximately 72 percent of the 

total land area is forested.  Major forest types include white-red-jack pine, spruce-fir, maple-
beech-birch, elm-ash-cottonwood and aspen-birch.   
 

Agriculture is the next largest land use with an area totaling about 12 percent of the 
County although it is not a major economic factor for the County. 
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The remainder of the County is made up of wetlands at 8 percent, rangeland at 4 
percent, urban and built up areas constituting about 3 percent, water and barren land 
completing the make-up of land use at 1 percent.  
 

Recreation is of course, one type of land use that must be considered in Chippewa 
County.  It is well suited for outdoor recreation and tourism development throughout the year.  

Transportation Network 
Chippewa County is connected to the outside by four modes of transportation:  

highway, railway, air service and seaway.   
 
Highways 
 
 Chippewa County has 281 miles of State highways, 1,300 miles of County roads and 88 
miles of city streets in Sault Ste. Marie.  There are 9 main highways in the county:  Interstate I-
75, M-28, M-129, M-134, M-221, M-48, M-123, and M-80.  County roads H-63 and H-40 are 
major county routes with many more miles of paved, gravel and graded county roads that 
provide access to other parts of the county.  Automobile and truck traffic utilize almost all roads 
in the county.   

Map  9 - 2013 Forest Types 
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 Interstate I-75 travels north/south from the Mackinac Bridge to the International Bridge 
in Sault Ste. Marie.  State highway M-129 also travels north/south connecting the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie to the Village of Pickford and the community of Cedarville in Mackinac County. 
Highway M-28 is an east/west route to Luce County and beyond.  Highway M-48 connects with 
I-75 and M-129 and travels east/west connecting the communities of Rudyard, Pickford, 
Stalwart, Raber and Goetzville.   Highway M-123 connects Trout Lake with communities north 
and west such as Paradise in Whitefish Township and Newberry in Luce County.   A small 
portion of M-134 within the county travels eastward to the communities of DeTour Village and 
Drummond Island.  Highway M-80 connects Kincheloe with I-75 to the west and M-129 to the 
east.  Highway M-221 connects Brimley to Highway M-28.     
 

County road H-63, also known as Mackinac Trail, travels north/south from Sault Ste. 
Marie to St. Ignace in Mackinac County connecting the communities of Dafter, Kinross and 
Rudyard.  County Road H-40 travels east/west connecting Rudyard with Trout Lake and 
communities west. 
  
Air Service 
 Chippewa County International Airport, established in 1978 as part of the KAFB closure 
and owned by the Chippewa Co. Economic Development Corporation, is located in Kincheloe.  
The airport extends south into Pickford Township and currently operates a main runway 7,200’ 
by 200’ and a second cross-winds runway of approximately 5,600’.  The airport provides flight 
services to more than 10,000 persons annually and, is classified as a primary air carrier.  It is 
classified as a Class A airport, providing fueling facilities and attendants on a 24 hour daily 
schedule.   The airport covers approximately 400 acres of land in Kinross Charter Township 
including an abandoned 40 acre paved fueling pad formerly used by the KAFB. 
 
 The City of Sault Ste. Marie operates a municipal airport within the City limits.  The 
airport has a terminal and office but there are no scheduled services.  The facility can 
accommodate small corporate jets and Turbo-Prop aircraft. 
 
 Drummond Island also has an airport with a paved runway that can accommodate small 
aircraft.  Smaller private airfields with grass runways or a seaplane base can be found in 
Hulbert, Trout Lake, and Neebish Island. 
 
Seaways 
 Water is an important means of transportation in and about Chippewa County.  Great 
Lakes freighters carrying iron ore, oil and grain utilize Lakes Superior and Huron and the St. 
Mary’s River, all which border the county.  The Soo Locks at Sault Ste. Marie are important to 
the city and the county in terms of employment and tourist expenditures.   Over 11,000 vessels 
pass through the Lock with a shipping season beginning in April and running as long as possible 
before ice sets in usually in December or January. 
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Car and passenger ferry service operated by the Eastern Upper Peninsula Transportation 
Authority (EUPTA) is available to Sugar Island from Sault Ste. Marie, Neebish Island from 
Barbeau and Drummond Island from DeTour Village. 
 

Deep-water harbors in Chippewa County include the old Union Carbide Dock in Sault 
Ste. Marie and the Drummond Dolomite located on Drummond Island.  There are several other 
small boat harbor facilities located in Sault Ste. Marie, DeTour Village, and Whitefish Point.   
There are also several public boat launches located in the County all along the shoreline. 
 
Railway 
 There is no available railroad passenger service in Chippewa County.  The Canadian 
National Railroad owns and operates the only railway service in the county.  There are 
approximately 90 miles of track in Chippewa County, which carry forest and paper products, 
hay and steel products as well as hazardous waste.  Most of the steel transported originates 
from Essar Steel in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.  The track connects the County to Central U.P. and 
Western U.P. and the State of Wisconsin to the west, and Canada to the north.   
 

 
 

Map 10 - Transportation Network 
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Bus Transit 
Within the City of Sault Ste. Marie taxi service and Dial-A-Ride bus service are available.  

The Eastern Upper Peninsula Transportation Authority (EUPTA) has a bus service from DeTour 
Village through Pickford north to Sault Ste. Marie and back during the weekdays.  Also during 
the week a bus runs from Sault Ste. Marie to Rudyard, Trout Lake, Eckerman Corners, and H-40.   
The EUPTA also provides daily transportation from Sault Ste. Marie to Kincheloe and back with 
scheduled runs to coincide with the prison employee’s schedules.  Indian Trails Buslines 
operates a daily bus service from Sault Ste. Marie to St. Ignace. 

Utilities 
 
Electric 

The Cloverland Electric Power Canal is used to power the Cloverland Electric 
Hydroelectric Plant located at the eastern end of the canal. It is the longest hydroelectric plant 
in the world at 1,340 ft.) in length.  The plant consists of 74 three-phase generators capable of 
generating 25 to 30 MW.   The hydro plant is faced with stone quarried during the excavation of 
the Power Canal.   

 
The Power Canal runs between Lake Superior and Lake Huron through the city of Sault 

Ste. Marie, Michigan, south of the American locks.  The canal separates downtown Sault Ste. 
Marie from its mainland making it an island.   Measured from its headgates to its end at the 
power plant, it is 2.25 miles in length, between 200 ft. and 220 ft. wide, and 24 ft. deep.   The 
water runs down the canal at speeds upwards of 7 MPH.  Construction of the canal began in 
September 1898 as the Michigan Lake Superior Power Company Canal, but was completed by 
Edison Sault Electric Company in June 1902.  The Edison Sault Electric Company was purchased 
by Cloverland Electric in 2010.   

 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers owns and operates 2 hydroelectric 

generating plants directly north of the American locks. 
 
American Transmission Co. owns and operates high-voltage electric transmission 

systems that provide the pathway for power into communities throughout Chippewa County. 
 

Natural Gas & Oil 
 DTE Energy Co. is a diversified energy company involved in the development and 
management of energy-related businesses and services nationwide and provide services in the 
City of Sault Ste. Marie, Chippewa County.  
 
 Trans-Canada Pipeline maintains a pipeline providing natural gas distribution within and 
through the County and in Canada. 
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Communications 
 A fiber optic network and communication towers located throughout Chippewa County, 
provide a variety of communication services including land line telephone, cable and wireless 
internet, radio and cell phone communication.  Charter Communications, AT&T, and Peninsula 
Fiber Network make up the majority of area’s fiber connectivity. 
 

Emergency Management 
 
County 

 Chippewa County Office of Emergency Management maintains and 
operates the 911 Central Dispatch for the County.  Extensively trained full-time 
and authorized part-time personnel staff the center 24 hours, 365 days a year, 
providing service to the county’s residents in an area of 2,698 square miles. The 
center also houses the Emergency Operations Center (EOC), used in the event of 

a large casualty or extended duration event; the EOC is also used by various agencies and 
groups for meetings and training.   

 The Chippewa County Health Department (CCHD) Office of Emergency 
Preparedness currently keeps and maintains several county-wide plans that are 
intended to increase preparedness and response that will greatly reduce the 
loss of life and property during a natural or man-made public health 
emergency.  CCHD collaborates daily with other county, tribal, and hospital 

preparedness partners to identify the most probable hazards in Chippewa County and the most 
efficient ways to respond to them.  They develop partnerships at the local and regional level to 
help organize the people and resources that may be needed before, during, and after an 
emergency. 
 

Chippewa County Building Department and Drain Commissioner is responsible for 
processing permits, site reviews, inspections and enforcement of local building codes.   

 
The Chippewa County Road Commission is responsible for maintaining the county roads, 

bridges, road signs, and traffic signals within the County in order to provide a safe and 
convenient transportation system for the public.  Several maintenance garages and the 
equipment necessary for this task are located throughout the County.    

 
The Chippewa County Michigan State University (MSU) Extension Office is located in 

Sault Ste. Marie and provides various educational and outreach activities involving agriculture 
and health.  

 
Chippewa County War Memorial Hospital, located in Sault Ste. Marie, provides a variety 

of health services to the residents of the county and surrounding area. 
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Police 
 The Michigan State Police maintain a presence in Sault Ste. Marie and service the entire 
County. 
 
 Chippewa County maintains a sheriff’s department that includes road patrol, marine 
and corrections divisions, as well as, maintaining a county jail.  In addition the County Sheriff’s 
department provides security and educational programs for the area’s schools. 
  
 The City of Sault Ste. Marie and Kinross Charter Township maintain a police department 
servicing their respective jurisdictions. 
 
 The Sault Tribe and Bay Mills Tribal also maintain police services for their respective 
reservation lands. 
 

Fire 

 Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) 

 The Sault Area DNR Forest 
Management Unit is responsible 
for approximately 125,000 acres in 

Chippewa County and Eastern Mackinac County, 
including ownership on numerous islands in the St. 
Mary's River and Lake Huron.  Most notable are 
over 47,000 acres on Drummond Island.  Besides 
the main office located in Sault Ste. Marie there is 
the DeTour Office, a one-person station.  The map 
at the right shows the East Unit covering 
Chippewa and parts of Mackinac County.  The 
Sault land types are on areas varying from clay to rock.  Chippewa County has many pine 
plantations planted by the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) in the 1930's and early 1940's which 
are being actively managed to increase age class diversity, and to develop products such as 
utility poles and cabin logs. 

Figure 1- DNR East Unit 

CC NHMP 29 Final Draft, 4/2014 



The DNR have an active prescribed burn 
program to assist with slash reduction prior to planting. 
They also prescribe fire for wildlife opening 
maintenance, to help reduce competition and prepare 
seed beds for natural regeneration, and for blueberry 
production. 
 

In 2010 EUP Regional Planning assisted 
Whitefish Township in the Development of a 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan that was adopted 
in by the Township in 2011. 

 
 
US Hiawatha National Forest Service also provides firefighting capabilities and 
equipment with a service center located in Superior Township. 
 

 
Local Fire Departments 
 
 The City of Sault Ste. Marie maintains a Fire Department which covers 14 square miles 
with fire prevention and protection.  The Sault Ste. Marie Fire Department originated in 1884 
and has been housed in the same building since 1907. 
 
 In addition to the City, most Townships within the county maintain a fire department 
with service equipment and a volunteer crew; Bay Mills, Bruce, Dafter, DeTour Village, 
Drummond, Hulbert, Kinross Charter, Pickford, Raber, Rudyard, Soo (including Neebish Island), 
Sugar Island, Superior, Trout Lake, and Whitefish. 
 
Ambulance Services 

The City of Sault Ste. Marie services 7 townships; Kinross Charter, Trout Lake, Clark, 
DeTour, Drummond Island, Whitefish, Pickford, Sugar Island including the City with Advanced 
Life Support (ALS).   Kinross EMS is a 24/7 medical services department.  Bay Mills Emergency 
Connection services Bay Mills and Superior Townships with 24 hour service department.    

 
DeTour Village and several Townships within the County also maintain ambulance 

service equipment and trained volunteers; Chippewa, DeTour, Drummond, Pickford, Sugar 
Island, Trout Lake and Whitefish Township. 
 
Other Agencies 

The US Army Corps of Engineers maintains the Soo Locks facilities in 
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan.  The Corps mission is to deliver vital public and 
military engineering services; partnering in peace and war to strengthen the 
Nation’s security, energize the economy and reduce risks from disasters. 

Figure 2- Prescribed Burns 
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As a Port of Entry city, Sault Ste. Marie is home to the US Customs and 

Border Protection Department.  It is one of the Department of Homeland 
Security’s largest and most complex components with a priority mission of 
keeping terrorists and their weapons out of the U.S.  It also has a responsibility 
for securing the border and facilitating lawful international trade and travel 
while enforcing hundreds of U.S. laws and regulations, including immigration 

and drug laws.  U.S. Border Patrol also operates a station in Sault Ste. Marie. 
 

 U.S. Coast Guard Sector Sault Sainte Marie is responsible for all Coast 
Guard missions on Lake Superior and Northern Lakes Michigan and Huron 
including surrounding navigable waterways, Search and Rescue, Law 
Enforcement, Aids to Navigation, Marine Safety, and Homeland Security.  
Located on the St. Mary's River in Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan, the Sector is 
the operational and administrative commander of 15 subordinate field units, 

which include 8 Multi-Mission Small Boat Stations, 1 Marine Safety Unit,  2 Aids to Navigation 
Teams, and 4 Coast Guard Cutters. 
 

 The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality is a State regulatory 
agency that oversees the water quality of lakes, rivers and streams, air quality, 
waste management and environmental land quality of Michigan.    

 
 The EUP Transportation Authority (EUPTA) is the connection for local transportation in 
Chippewa and Luce Counties of the Eastern Upper Peninsula of Michigan.  Established in 1975 
the EUPTA operates 3 local vehicle and passenger ferries to the nearby islands of Sugar, 
Neebish and Drummond and also operate a rural public bussing system with scheduled runs to 
and from Sault Ste. Marie to local areas such as Kincheloe,  DeTour, Brimley, Rudyard and a few 
others.  

 Eastern U.P. Regional Planning & Development Commission is one of 14 
Regional Agencies in the State of Michigan; established in 1968 as a multi-
county organization to pool resources for the assistance of local 
governments in the Eastern Upper Peninsula. The agency assists EUP cities, 
townships and counties in the areas of grant writing, community surveys, 
land use planning, recreation planning, economic and community 

development, transportation, and GIS mapping. 
 
 The Sault Ste. Marie Salvation Army provides emergency disaster assistance as well as 
training and educational programs in emergency preparedness.  Local volunteers helped serve 
food and drink to fire fighters in the Sleeper Lake and Duck Lake fires in neighboring Luce 
County in recent years. 
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Local Units of Government Profiles 
City of Sault Ste. Marie - 
www.sault-sainte-marie.mi.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2010 Population: 14,144) 

A vibrant, picturesque community, Sault Ste. Marie is 
situated on the southern shore of the historic St. Mary's 
River and is the main population center of the County.  
It’s location on the northern end of Interstate I-75, 
strategically places it at the nexus of rail, highway, air 
and water transportation systems. Several departments 
within the City are important to the hazard mitigation 
planning and preparedness including:  Planning, 
Building, Public Works, Police, Fire and Ambulance 
Service.   

Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians -  
http://www.saulttribe.com/ 
 

 

A portion of the Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
reservation land lies in a large part of the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie on the south east side.  The Tribe also has 
many businesses located throughout the City.  The Sault 
Tribe maintains its own Police Department, Emergency 
Planning, Transportation Department, and Health 
Center located in the City.  Other areas with Sault Tribe 
services include Kincheloe and Sugar Island. 
 

Kinross Charter Township -   
www.kinross.net  

 

 
 
(2010 Population: 7,561) 

Located 20 miles south of Sault Ste. Marie, Kinross 
Charter Township is the next largest jurisdiction in the 
County.  The former Kincheloe Air Force Base was 
converted to an industrial park and five state prison 
facilities in the 1970’s.  Today four state prisons are 
currently operating, which house approximately half of 
the population.  The Chippewa County International 
Airport and Industrial Park are located on part of the old 
Base.  The population center of Kinross is located in the 
eastern one-third of the Township where the former Air 
Force Base housing is now known as Woodside Housing.  
The Township maintains a Public Works Department, 
Police, Fire and Ambulance Service.   
 

Soo Township –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Located just south of the City of Sault Ste. Marie, Soo 
Township is a growing Township.  It runs the length of 
the City’s southern border with an eastern border on the 
St. Mary’s River and western border on Lake Superior.  
Neebish Island, a part of Soo Township, has a ferry dock 
on the Island.  The Township has a Hall, and Fire 
Department with facilities on the mainland and on the 
Island.  The Chippewa County Road Commission’s main 
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(2010 Population:  3,141) garage is located in the township.  It is also home to Soo 
Township elementary school. 

Bruce Township –  
http://www.brucetownship.net/in
dex.htm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(2010 Population:  2,128) 

Bruce Township has an eastern border along the St. 
Mary’s River shoreline and includes the Charlotte River 
Watershed Basin.  The Township Hall and Fire 
Department are centrally located.  The Township also 
has a Planning Commission and Parks & Recreation 
Board.  The Neebish Island Ferry Dock is located on the 
mainland.  The township is rural in nature with a mix of 
farmland and residential properties. The Barbeau area in 
southern Bruce Township has some resort development 
along the St. Mary’s River and limited light industry 
exists in the M-129 corridor. Hay farming and cattle are 
the principal agricultural activities. 
 
 

Pickford Township –  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(2010 Population:  1,595) 

Pickford Township is located in the southeastern portion 
of Chippewa County.  It is primarily farming with the 
main population center in the community of Pickford.  
The Township has a volunteer Fire and Ambulance 
Department located adjacent to the Township Hall.  War 
Memorial operates a medical center in town and the 
Chippewa County Health Department often fills in health 
care needs of the community.  The local school is 
located in Pickford and services grades K-12.  Wetlands 
makes up 36.94% of the land use, forest land makes up 
28.64% of the township with agriculture the next 
highest land use at 27.02%.  Urban land use is 
approximately 2.14% of the whole and is mainly 
residential, recreation and a small amount of 
commercial.   
 

Bay Mills Township - 
http://baymillstownship.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 

(2010 Population:  1,477) 

Bay Mills Township is located on the northern shore of 
the EUP in central Chippewa County.  Because of its 
location along Lake Superior, the Township provides 
both scenic and recreational beauty and relies heavily 
on recreational activities as a vital piece to the economic 
base.  Topography varies from 600 feet above sea level 
near the shoreline with a sharp rise to about 1000 feet 
near Monocle Lake, more west is a gradual rise in 
elevation.  Surface waters covers about 685 acres of 
over 40,000 total acres.  Forest land makes up 77% of 
land use, wetlands about 12.5% and urban area of 
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3.14%.  The Township maintains a Hall and volunteer 
Fire Department as well as several other properties.  
 

Bay Mills Indian Community - 
http://www.baymills.org/ 
 

The Bay Mills Indian Community (BMIC) reservation land 
lies within the Township and BMIC has an emergency 
services department, police department, ambulance and 
medical services.  Two gaming facilities, golf course and 
campgrounds are operated by BMIC.  There are also 
state and federal campgrounds and cultural property 
located in the Township.  BMIC operates the Ojibwe 
Charter School with K-12 education and Bay Mills 
Community College with a variety of educational 
programs.   Bay Mills Indian Community also has land 
holdings in Superior and Sugar Island Townships. 
 
 

Rudyard Township -  
http://www.rudyardtownship.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(2010 Population:  1,370) 

Rudyard Township located in south central Chippewa 
County is mainly an agricultural community although 
that has declined over the years as the farm revenues 
have decreased.  The Township’s main urban center is 
the community of Rudyard.  The Township maintains a 
Hall and Recreation Park as well as a volunteer Fire 
Department and Ambulance Corp.  The Rudyard Area 
School system provides education from K-12.  In the 
unincorporated village of Rudyard there is a public 
water and sewer system, with the outlying residents 
relying on private water wells and septic or lagoon 
systems.  There is a part-time township constable and 
other police protection includes Chippewa County 
Sheriff and State Police. 
 

Superior Township 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(2010 Population:  1,337) 

Located in north central Chippewa County, Superior 
Township is rural with an unincorporated town of 
Brimley.  Approximately 85% of the township is 
forested.  Sixty-five percent of the land is publicly owned 
with approximately 34% privately owned.  The Township 
has a K-12 school in the town of Brimley.  The Township 
maintains a Hall and volunteer Fire and Ambulance 
Department.  There is a public water supply in Brimley, 
but the majority of outlying residents rely on private 
wells. The Waishkey River flows through the Township 
depositing in Lake Superior.  The Federal Forest Service 
maintains a field office in the Township.  
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Dafter Township 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2010 Population:  1,263) 

Dafter Township is located in the central portion of 
Chippewa County.  It is a rural, agricultural community 
with 47 farms in operation.  Residents rely on private 
wells and septic systems.  The Township maintains a Hall 
and volunteer Fire Department.  Police protection is 
through the Chippewa County Sheriff’s department and 
State Police.  Dafter Township is relatively flat with 
topography elevations ranging from 183 to 226 above 
sea level.  Agriculture land makes up 47.29% of the 
Township with wetlands and forest land at 23.49% and 
19.37% respectively.  Urban area makes up just less than 
7% of the land use.  
 

Drummond Township 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(2010 Population:  1,058) 
 

Drummond Island Township lies at the southeastern 
border of Chippewa County.  It is located in northern 
Lake Huron and surrounded by many smaller islands.  
The Island has supported a self-sufficient, independent, 
but isolated way of life for the year-round residents and 
provides a sportsman’s recreation for seasonal 
residents, vacationers and tourists.  The Island is 
accessible by a car ferry operated by the EUP 
Transportation Authority (EUPTA).  The Township 
maintains a Hall which is often used for community 
gatherings, as well as, a volunteer Fire and Ambulance 
Department.  The County and State Police provide law 
enforcement service.  Islander’s rely on groundwater 
wells for water and individual septic systems.  Several 
inland lakes and streams can be found on the Island and 
make up approximately 5% of the land use.  Wetlands 
make up nearly 4%, while over 80% of the island is 
forested.  Roughly 80 square miles is owned by the State 
of Michigan and managed by the MDNR.  The Township 
has an elementary school and local historical museum.  
  

Sugar Island Township - 
www.sugarislandtownship.com 
 
 
 
 

Located in the northeast portion of Chippewa County, 
Sugar Island can be reached by EUP Transportation 
Authority’s car ferry from Sault Ste. Marie.  The 
Township has many seasonal residences and the 
majority of year-round residents work on the mainland.  
The Township maintains a Hall, volunteer Fire and 
Ambulance Department.  The Island provides 
recreational activities for the hunters, fishermen, 
campers and boaters.  Approximately 80% of the Island 
is privately-owned with the remaining 20% owned by 
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(2010 Population:  652) 

the Township, State and Federal Governments.  The 
University of Michigan also owns a large chunk of the 
island, including Duck Island.  Approximately 70% of the 
Township is forested, 10% residential, 10% agricultural 
and the remaining being wetlands, water and non-
forest.  Sugar Island Township frequently has no-water 
contact during the warmer summer months, due to 
water contamination believed to be coming from 
Canadian sewer discharge. 
 

Raber Township 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(2010 Population:  647) 

Raber Township has a shoreline border along the St. 
Mary’s River.  This rural Township has three small 
unincorported towns of Goetzville, Raber and Stalwart.   
Off shore lies Lime Island, owned by the State which 
maintains and rents cabins and camping spots during 
the summer.  The Township has a Hall/Community 
Center and a volunteer Fire Department.  Residents rely 
on private wells and septic systems.  The majority of 
land cover is swampy, mostly located along the northern 
side known as the Gogomain swamp.  Forest land and 
agricultural land make up the remaining land cover in 
the Township with a small percent classed as urban.  
About half the Township is privately owned and the 
other half is either public (State owned) or large private 
corporation owned.      
 

Whitefish Township 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitefish Township is located in the northwest corner 
of the County and is bounded by the Lake Superior 
shoreline on the east and north.  The Township is 
remotely located in a very scenic and natural setting.  
Lumbering, commercial fishing, blueberry and cranberry 
harvesting were once the major economic activities.  
Today, the Township relies mainly on tourism and 
recreational activities.  The main settlement of 
population is Paradise, other settlements have ceased to 
exist when the lumbering era died.  Tourism attractions 
include the Tahquamenon Falls, Great Lake Shipwreck 
Historical Museum and the Whitefish Point Lighthouse 
and Audubon Bird Observatory.  Approximately 80% of 
the Township is covered by forested and 19% 
considered wetlands.  Approximately 47% of the 
Township’s 245 square miles is owned publicly.  The 
major portion of public land is located in the northern 
half of the Township.  The Township maintains a 
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(2010 Population:  575) 

Hall/Community Center and has recently built a new Fire 
Hall.  The Fire Department and Ambulance Service is 
volunteer.  The Whitefish Township School provides K-
12 education.  There are several State owned 
campgrounds and a Harbor of Refuge.   The Chippewa 
County Road Commission maintains a service garage in 
the Township.    
 

DeTour Township 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(2010 Population:  482) 

DeTour Township is just west of the incorporated Village 
of DeTour on the east end of the Upper Peninsula.  The 
Township is rural residential with scattered settlement 
mainly along the shoreline or main roads of M-134, 
North and South Caribou Lake Roads and M-48.  Caribou 
Lake (the largest lake in Chippewa County) lies in mid 
Township and provides many recreational opportunities.  
The Township is mainly forested.  Sandy beaches line 
the shoreline of northern Lake Huron on the south side 
of the Township while the St. Mary’s River creates the 
northern border.  The Township shares a Hall with the 
Village of DeTour and relies on the County Sheriff’s 
Department and State Police and DNR for law 
enforcement.  Mutual aid agreement with the Village 
provide fire and ambulance service.  The MDNR 
maintains a field office and there is a State Forest 
campground in the Township.    
 

Trout Lake Township 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(2010 Population:  384) 

Trout Lake Township is located in the southwest corner 
of Chippewa County.  The total area of the Township is 
144 square miles.  Trout Lake is the only town in the 
township with the main population center.  Outdoor 
recreation and tourism is the main economic base.  The 
community is situated near two large inland lakes which 
provide important recreational opportunities.  The 
Township maintains a Hall/Community Center with a 
campground across the road on the shores of Trout 
Lake.  There is a volunteer Fire and Ambulance 
Department.  There is no public water or sewer service.  
Approximately 85% of the land is public by State, 
Federal Forest, or Township ownership.   Private 
development consists of year-round residences, 
seasonal homes, public buildings and commercial and 
industrial.  The Canadian National Railroad runs through 
the town center.  
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DeTour Village –  
http://www.detourvillage.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(2010 Population: 325) 

Located at the very eastern tip of the Upper Peninsula, 
DeTour Village is a small, quaint incorporated Village 
that relies on tourism and recreation for an economic 
base.  The Village maintains and shares a 
Hall/Community Center with DeTour Township.  They 
have a volunteer Fire and Ambulance Department.  The 
Village has a public water and sewer system that was 
installed in the 1970’s and maintained by the Village’s 
Department of Public Works.  Law enforcement is 
through the Chippewa County Sheriff’s Department and 
State Police.  There is a school with grades K-12.  The 
MDNR maintains a Harbor of Refuge and Marina as well 
as an access to the St. Mary’s River.  The EUP 
Transportation Authority maintains a ferry dock for ferry 
service to Drummond Island.  In efforts to promote 
economic development the Village has set aside land for 
a business park.  The EUP Fine Arts Council has restored 
and maintains an art center in the Village, providing and 
fostering arts in the region.  The DeTour Passage 
Historical Museum provide historical and cultural 
information about the history of the Village and people 
that have settled there. 
 
 

Chippewa Township 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(2010 Population:  213) 

Chippewa Township is located in the western part of 
Chippewa County.  It was settled during the lumbering 
era with two major settlements of Eckerman and 
Strongs along the railroad line.  The economic base 
relies on tourism and recreation today.  The Township 
maintains a Hall and has a volunteer Ambulance Corp.  
Law enforcement is through the Chippewa County 
Sheriff’s Department and State Police.  Residents rely on 
individual well and septic systems.  Most of the 
Township is flat.  Most of the Township is under forest 
and wetlands cover.  There is very little open land, most 
of which are under residential or commercial 
development.  Most all the development are in the 
settlements of Eckerman or Strongs with a few seasonal 
cabins scattered in other areas.   The old rail grade is 
used for snowmobile and ATV recreation.  
Approximately 86% of the Township is owned by the 
Hiawatha National Forest.   
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Hulbert Township 
 

 
 

(2010 Population:  168) 

Similar in nature to Chippewa Township, Hulbert 
Township relies on recreation and tourism as an 
economic base.  Most residential development is in the 
unincorporated village of Hulbert.  There is no public 
water or sewer system.  The Township maintains a Hall 
and volunteer Fire Department.  Recreation 
opportunities exist through hunting, snowmobiling and 
ATV’s, and fishing/boating on the small lakes and 
streams.   

 

Critical Facilities 
 
 When dealing with natural disasters, some development is more important than others, 
and these are considered to be “critical facilities.”  Critical facilities are buildings and 
infrastructure whose exposure or damage can affect the wellbeing of a large group.  For 
example, the impact of a flood or tornado on a hospital is greater than on a home or most 
businesses. 
 
 Generally, critical facilities fall into two categories: 
 

1. Buildings or locations vital to public safety and the disaster response and 
recovery effort, such as police and fire stations and telephone exchanges, and 

2. Buildings or locations that, if damaged, would create secondary disasters.  
Examples of such buildings or locations are hazardous materials facilities and 
nursing homes. 

 
Critical facilities are not strictly defined by any agency.  Seven categories of critical 

facilities were used by the Chippewa County Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee in the 2005 
plan: 

 
1. Hazardous materials sites.  
2. Health facilities:  hospitals and nursing homes. 
3. Emergency response facilities:  police and fire stations, public works sites, etc. 
4. Utilities:  water and wastewater treatment plants, electrical substations, etc. 
5. Schools. 
6. Places of assembly, such as casinos, or campgrounds or festivals that host over 

1,000 people 
7. Transportation – Harbors, ferries, railroad, airports, bridges and dams. 

An additional category of historical/cultural facilities was incorporated into this update. 
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Bay Mills 
Township   2 1  1 3 1 

BMIC  1 2  2 2   
Bruce 
Township 
 

2  2 3   15 
 

Chippewa 
Township   2 4   4  

Dafter 
Township   3 8   9  

DeTour 
Township    3   4  

DeTour 
Village  1 3 4 1  2 2 

Drummond 
Island 
Township 

2 2 3 3 1  9 1 

Hulbert 
Township   2 3   5  

Kinross 
Charter 
Township 

3 1 3 13 3 4 9 
 

Pickford 
Township 1 1 1 5 1  15 1 

Raber 
Township   1 4  1 4  

Rudyard 
Township 2  1 5 3  16  

City of 
Sault Ste. 
Marie 

4 13 12 27 11 3 25 8 

Sault Tribe  1 1  2 3   
Soo 
Township 1  2 4 1  6  
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Sugar 
Island 
Township 

  2    2 
 

Superior 
Township  1 3 9 1 1 10 1 

Trout Lake 
Township 1  2 3  1 6  

Whitefish 
Township  1 1 5 1 3 14 2 

 
 Additional GIS maps and larger versions of the GIS maps included in this chapter can be 
found in the Appendix D. 
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